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Introduction from the Principals
Mr Cavill Principal of Outwood Academy Valley
With summer already upon us, the 2019 exam season has just finished and I am proud to say that our
students and staff have been working tirelessly to ensure that they are as well prepared as possible for
their upcoming life changing GCSEs. The mock exams have gone really well and have helped to ensure
our students get a taste of what the real exams will be like. I would like to take the opportunity to wish
students the best of luck over the coming months and cannot wait to celebrate their well-earned
achievements on results day, before they embark on their chosen pathway following Year 11.
Students recently took part in this year’s Rock Challenge competition and their performance was truly
mesmerising. The make-up, costumes, choreography, lighting and staging won them many awards, they were absolutely
first class and put on an amazing show.As part of celebrating their achievements there was also a performance in the Academy and
celebration showcase for parents/carers, family, students and staff.
The Year 11 Celebration Night has taken place and was a magical evening. The main hall looked amazing and was thoroughly enjoyed
by all who attended. Awards included specific subject awards for the highest achiever, consistent effort and most improved, Learning
Manager award and the Principal’s award.
We still have so much to look forward to during the rest of the academic term, including the Year 8 Graduation Ceremonies and
educational visit, the Year 11 Prom, Sports Day, Student Voice Awards, various trips and Year 5 and Year 6
transition and we shall be reporting on these exciting events in the next edition of Outlook.

Mr Swinscoe Principal of Outwood Academy Portland
We have had another great term at Outwood Academy Portland, and can now look forward
to the warmer days and brighter evenings as we move into summer. The hard work of students
getting ready for their summer examinations continues and the dedication and effort of
students in the mock exam period has given them a taste of what is needed to be successful in
their upcoming exams.
The spring term has seen a wide variety of events ranging from trips to London, including collaboration
with workshops at Pineapple Dance Studios with members of the cast from ‘Everybody’s talking about Jamie’, to a visit to
Brussels to see the European Parliament, a History trip to Ypres and the ski trip to Austria to name but a few. Students have
also represented the academy at performances of Blood Brothers, Bouncers and Macbeth. This just provides a snapshot of
the opportunities students at Outwood Academy Portland experience.
The events and busy times will continue through the summer term, with many more opportunities for students to gain
experience in school beyond the classroom.

Tea with the Principal

On Friday 1st March 2019 at Outwood Academy Portland, 12 Year 11 students were invited to Tea with the Principal and other
staff members. All of the students had achieved E1s in all their subjects. I feel super proud to have them in my year group.
Students in attendance were Elli H, Eve S, Tamzin P, James D, Maciej L, Poppy D, Lola G, Katy G, Malachi C, Ellie May B,
Alicia F, Jess D
by Mrs J. Pickersgill
Y11 Learning Manager

Seneca Learning

This is another great revision tool that stud
ents can use to help revise for their exam
s. All students and
teachers now have free access to Seneca
- a revision and homework platform mak
ing studying more fun.
Seneca is an interactive way to learn offic
ial course content. Their web app covers
150+ exam board
specific courses condensing what stud
ents need to know for their exams. The
software is able to identify
gaps in learning. For instance, when you
get a question wrong, the platform will repe
at the topic in different formats and thei
smart algorithm has proven to make stud
r
ents remember topics 2x faster.
Seneca is totally free for students, teachers
and parents.You can sign up via www.se
necalearning.com

Year 6 Masterclasses

Over the last term Outwood Academy Valley has hosted several masterclasses to
introduce our local Year 6 students to the types of lessons they will have once
they move up to Valley.
The first was a Maths class put on by Mrs Wright & Mrs West along with one of
our trainee teachers. We have also had a group of students carrying out lessons
from both Geography and History, delivered by Miss Powell. All students involved
thoroughly enjoyed themselves and worked incredibly hard, the only downside
was, they wanted more lessons!

This was a superb event, organised to provide students with the equipment and the information they require to
complete their revision effectively.
The set list included tips on how to make a revision timetable, how to organise your day, what to revise and how
to stay motivated!
Key themes from the sessions are shown below:

Whilst students were at the sessions that they had picked to attend earlier
in the week, parents were given advice on how to support their children
through the exam period.
Finally, all were given an inspirational talk from Young Apprentice winner, Ashleigh Porter-Exley.
Students were also provided with a revision pack with revision materials, to aid their revision.
Students and parents really enjoyed the session and took away valuable revision techniques to help them with their
upcoming GCSEs!
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Marathon Month
21 Students at Outwood Academy Valley, have so far this
term taken part in what the PE department has called the
Marathon Month Challenge. The students have been
running a mile every morning hoping to complete 26 days
out of the 30 and in doing so covering the 26 miles required
to complete the marathon distance (give or take 0.219miles).
Students have been meeting at 7.30am and running in all sorts of conditions. They have shown great
commitment and dedication to the challenge. All of the students are raising money for the Be More Bailey Foundation
with Bailey himself taking on the distance!
We wish them luck and congratulate them on their efforts. They have raised £1450 for a very worthy cause.
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ROCK CHALLENGE

Outwood Academy Valley, and in particular, Mrs Blakeley, would like to congratulate the students that took part in the
2019 Rock Challenge project.
In total 67 students took part in the project and spent hours of their time rehearsing an 8 minute dance piece that
explored the theme of the supernatural world.The story was based on a young soldier sent to war, leaving his fiancée
behind who later finds out that he was lost in action. However the soldier has been turned into a vampire by a group
of supreme vampires. Whilst his fiancée is dealing with the loss of her love, the newly changed vampire is trying to
escape the evil world and protect his community. In the end good wins over evil and the pair of lovers are reunited
but this ends in tragedy.
The students dedicated over 100 hours of their time to ensure that the piece was performed with confidence and
strength. On 28th February 2019, the students showcased their work at Grantham, Lincolnshire and won multiple
Excellence Awards including; Costuming Character, Staging, Choreography, Performance, Soundtrack, Lighting and
Stage Crew. We would like to give a special mention to the Year 11 students who have committed their time to the
project, helping to choreograph and being a role model to the younger students. They have also managed to balance
their study commitments alongside the project. It was fantastic to see that over 70 members of students' family and
friends attended the event, supporting Outwood Academy Valley. Thank you to everyone who came to support us!
On 27th March 2019, students showcased their piece, 'The Immortals' to the academy and there was a special performance and ceremony at 3.30pm on the same day to celebrate the students’ achievements.
Well done to all students involved!

COMIC RELIEF

On Thursday 14th and Friday 15th March 2019, Student Voice at Outwood Academy Portland held and
organised a bake sale to raise money for Comic Relief. Staff and students brought in cakes of all shapes and
sizes to sell at break time. A bucket was taken around the dining hall for anyone willing to make a donation for
a great cause. Staff were also encouraged to wear red on the Friday 15th March and make a donation to the
bucket with Mr Dye wearing an eye catching red sequined waistcoat.
The week before had seen the introduction of the Portland joke competition as a nod to the 'Comic' part of
the charity. The winning joke was from VMG Austria with:

"If two vegetarians have an argument, do you still call it beef?"
Hilarious, I'm sure you'll agree.

After a count by the adept team in finance, the total money raised for Comic Relief was £174.40.
Thanks to all who contributed with cakes or donations.
Outwood Academy Valley also raised money
for Comic relief on the 15th March 2019.
Outwood Academy Valley conducted a bake sale, a chocolate raffle and a ‘Pick a Stick’ that raised an outstanding
£156. Well done everyone that donated.

World Book Day
In celebration of World Book Day on 7th March 2019, Outwood Academy Valley held a book sale consisting of
nearly new books and ex-library stock which suited all tastes and ability. All the students who attended had a
great time rummaging around the books and it was wonderful to watch students showing a very keen interest
about books and reading.
All books were priced at 10p, 20p and 50p
and £28.80 was raised.
Outwood Academy Portland celebrated World Book Day
too with a special assembly and handed out the World
Book Day tokens. The library was decorated
with special reading inspired bunting.

STUDENTS FIRST: RAISING STANDARDS AND TRANSFORMING LIVES

Bassetlaw Indoor
Athletics Champions
The Year 8 boys at Outwood Academy Valley won the
Bassetlaw section of the indoor Athletics competition on
21st January 2019 and will be going on to represent the
district at the Nottinghamshire finals.
The team consisting of Joe B, Jo H, Riley R, Rhys M, George
C and Zak P competed superbly well in a range of running,
throwing & jumping events and ultimately beating off competition from schools including Tuxford and Retford Oaks to
take glory.
We again wish the boys well for the forthcoming finals. The
PE department are very optimistic they will win that event
also given the strength of the team.

Lord Taverner’s
Boccia Regional
Finals 2019
On the 13th March 2019, 5 students from Outwood Academy Valley competed in the Lord Taverner’s Regional
Boccia finals 2019, which was held at St George’s Academy, Sleaford.
The teams were from schools across the East Midlands region. The team
qualified for this event after an amazing win at the County finals that was
held last year in Nottingham.
The standard was extremely high, and we are pleased to report
that Outwood Academy Valley came 3rd!
The students involved represented the Academy fantastically,
and displayed great teamwork and sportsmanship, they
should be very proud of themselves as we are of them.
The students involved were;
• Jack W (Year 10)
• Keneday S (Year 10)
• Jonathan D (Year 9)
• Julia M (Year 8)
• Josh S (Year 8)

TRAMPOLINING

Grace W, Year 7 repr
esented Outwood Acad
emy
Valley at the East M
idlands School Trampo
lining
Championships at Hinc
kley, Leicestershire on
2nd
December 2018.
In the Intermediate Sect
ion there were 35 com
petitors and Grace perfo
rmed exceptionally we
ll to
achieve 1st place.
Following her success at
Regional Level, Grace we
nt
onto the National Finals
which were held in Hat
field,
Herefordshire on 20th
January 2019. Against
a
number of older compe
titors, Grace put in anot
he
r
strong performance to
finish a very creditable
4th
place.
Well done Grace.

BASKETBALL FINALS
On Thursday 10th January 2019 Outwood Academy
Portland represented the District of Bassetlaw at the
Nottinghamshire U14 Basketball Finals at Nottingham
Trent University.

They achieved 3rd place which was a great achievement
as initially they won a number of matches and qualified
through to the final group games.
At this stage all the games were very close with often
only one basket in the final seconds being the difference
between the scores. They all played extremely well as a
team and must be congratulated on their focus and
determination to win.
Congratulations to the following girls
who participated in this event.

Eleanor C - Year 8
Gagandip K - Year 8
Phoebe C - Year 9
Georgie W - Year 9
Amber L - Year 9
Lucy D - Year 8
Tanisha D - Year 9
Leah H - Year 9
Chelsea B - Year 9
Shannon W - Year 9

County Cup Success
Five of this year’s Outwood Academy Valley football teams are through to the later stages of the
Nottinghamshire County Cup.
The Year 10 girls are through to the semi-final with a
well-deserved 3-1 victory over Carlton le Willows, while
unfortunately losing in the semi-final, we are still very
proud of their accomplishment. The Year 9 girls are also
doing well, and through to the quarter finals having
defeated Ashfield School in a close encounter finally
winning 5-4.
The Year 11 boys are through to the semi-final beating
Becket school 2-0 in the previous round, however, lost
in the finals. The Year 8 & 9 boys are into the quarter
finals beating Ellis Guilford School & National Church
of England Academy respectively.
We are proud of all the teams having worked well in
the rounds they got through to.

RLSS World
Lifesaving
Competition
On the 16th and 17th March 2019 I competed in the RLSS
National Lifesaving Competition at Ponds Forge in
Sheffield. I qualified for 8 events in which 5 were individual
and 3 were relay events.
My individual events were the 200m Super Lifesaver, 200m
Obstacles, 100m Manikin Tow, 100m Rescue Medley and
the 100m Manikin Carry with Fins. My relay events were
4x50m Obstacles, 4x25m Manikin Carry and 4x50m
Medley Relay. As a team we managed to come in the top
10 in the Medley Relay which means that we qualified for
the World Championships in Italy in 2020.
By Jess S.Year 10
Outwood Academy Portland

“Marley was dead; to begin with.” From the beginning “A Christmas Carol” has been a story known
worldwide. From humbug to joyfulness, the story of Ebenezer Scrooge is one known by all and loved by all.
With the ghost of Marley, Christmas Past, Christmas Present and Christmas Future; it is a story one cannot
hate but love until the very end.
On 19th December 2018, the Year 11 English and the Year 9 GCSE Drama groups went to watch an
astounding performance of the original Charles Dickens novel ‘A Christmas Carol’ performed by the
TaylorMade Company. Along with ex Portland pupil (Jenny Arnold), the cast consisted of many people ranging
from young to old, even parents got involved.
The first Act featured the introduction of Scrooge to just after the Ghost of Christmas Present. Once
finished, students erupted into applause for the wonders they had witnessed. Some students were even
brought to tears at the performance.
With the commencement of Act two, students took their seats and fell silent ready for the curtain to rise
once more. With The Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come still waiting in the wings and the resolution in near
view, the Act began and students were once again enthralled in amazement. With it coming to a close,
students learned so much more about what happened to Tiny Tim and Scrooge. Along with the students,
teachers had a wonderful time as well. They said that it was a wonder to behold and would definitely go again.
After the curtain had closed, there was talk and discussions about what they had just watched. It was the
topic of deliberation all the way back to school. Needless to say, every single person who went was filled
with happiness as they had been given the opportunity to see a performance that they will never forget.
In the words of Tiny Tim “God Bless us everyone!”
By Vanessa L - Year 11

Outwood Academy Valley presented Alice in Wonderland - the unconventional panto on 4th - 6th December
2018.The matinee performance held on Tuesday 4th December 2018 was to an audience of Year 6 students, who
were thrilled to be part of the event especially enjoying the water guns and the sweet giving, which is synonymous
with an authentic pantomime. Evening performances were held on the 5th and 6th December 2018, it was truly
a spectacular event witnessed by children and adults alike, and thoroughly enjoyed by all.
Alice, played by Morgan E (Year 10), went down the rabbit
hole to meet the strange creatures in Wonderland, only
to find true love at the end of it.The panto Dame, played
by Kristian (Year 11) was absolutely fabulous; sporting
high heels and a very precarious skirt much to the
enjoyment of the audience.
All the cast were super in the performance and the
Creative Performing Arts Department would like to
thank everyone involved for their hard work! Well
done!
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Dancing Success
Having been successful in their auditions last November, both A dance (both Valley, Portland and Post-16 students)
and Reverse flow (Years 7-10 from Portland) went on to perform at the '2019 Showcase' held at the Palace
Theatre Mansfield on Friday 22nd February 2019.
The 'Sofa Dance' performed by A dance includes motifs where the keys and TV remote are lost, then siblings
falling out on movie net etc.
The 'Peacocks' dance performed by 'Reverse Flow' brings to life the nature of the bird, strutting with confidence
and the costumes used to represent the plumage. I thoroughly enjoyed the experience of being in both pieces
which will hopefully prepare me for the future as I aspire to become a professional dancer.
By Alicia B.Year 10

Gold Standard for Careers
at Outwood Academy Portland

We are delighted to announce that Outwood Academy Portland has been successful in achieving re-accreditation of the
Prospects Gold Standard Quality Award for our CEIAG (Careers Education Information and Guidance). This award
highlights the incredibly high standard of careers provision within the academy, ensuring that our students receive the best
education, information and guidance possible.The re-accreditation celebrates the many and ranging opportunities offered
to our students including numerous chances to meet with employers, dedicated 1 to 1 careers guidance meetings with
external impartial advisors and a curriculum where careers is so well embedded. The report from Prospects has
highlighted the CEIAG programme to be a high quality which promotes aspirations, delivers individual and personal
support whilst remaining impartial.
The Prospects Gold Standard Quality Award will now stand for 3 years until December 2021. During the time between
now and future re-accreditation we will continue to push ourselves for excellence to give our students the best
opportunities possible.
With careers at the forefront of our minds, now is a great time to encourage your child to be completing their KUDOS
profile and be searching for potential careers pathways.
Finally make sure to look out for the careers cafes during lunchtimes, where potential
employers and training providers can share valuable information and guidance.
Outwood Academy Valley are currently working towards the
Prospects Gold Standard Quality Award for CEIAG.

As part of British Science week, a group of Year 9 students from Outwood Academy Valley were taken to the "Big Bang
Fair" at Birmingham NEC on 14th March 2019 where all students behaved exceptionally.
The Big Bang UK Young Scientists & Engineers Fair is the largest celebration of science, technology, engineering and maths
(STEM) for young people in the UK. During the course of the day students watched shows and performances linked to
science and took part in many interactive science related activities.
The Big Bang Fair aims to show young people the exciting and rewarding opportunities out there for them with the right
experience and qualifications, by bringing classroom learning to life. It was tremendous to show students how science can
be applied to a variety of situations and still include fun applications.

D2N2
Throughout January and February 2019, 38 Year 10 students from Outwood Academy Portland and Outwood
Academy Valley have celebrated the end of an incredibly successful careers project. As part of the project students
were invited to one-to-one careers sessions with a careers advisor to deepen their understanding of potential careers
paths for them and also took part in development workshops aimed at increasing their employability.
We also had the pleasure of visiting North Notts College where students were given a tour of the campus and
experienced some aspects of college life.
To close a fantastic project, local and national employers from the Royal Navy, Forgemasters of Sheffield and Sheffield Hallam
University came together, with the students, at the Outwood Post-16 Centre to take part in a networking event and
celebration.The event was thoroughly enjoyed by students and employers were hugely impressed with all students involved.
Outwood Academy Portland students involved were:
Courtney K, Olivia M, Casey S, Gabriele K, Marsha B, Georgie B, Sophie I, Jessica M, Chloe F, Tagan M, Kayleigh M,
Martyna T, Chloe W, Wiktoria P, Olivia R, Marcia S, Maisie W, Millie H, Nikola W and Destiny H.
Outwood Academy Valley students involved were:
Holli B, Poppy B,Wiktoria B, Isabel E, Marta F, Caity H, Anais H, Chloe H, Jorja H, Denny K, Katerini K, Ellie L, Melissa L,
Patrycja P, Izabella R, Julia S, Mia S and Estelle T.
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Discover Us

Discover Us is a three year programme aimed at young
people who want to find out more about university.
The programme starts in Y9 and as a Discover Us student, they will visit the University of Sheffield three times a year to
get to know the campus and find out what the academic and social side of University are like by mixing with
undergraduate students. The programme is designed to help them discover the possibilities and choices when
considering further and higher education.
Currently, we have four Y9 and four Y10 students enrolled who are:
Y9 – Liberty K, Scarlett S, Billie-Jean S, Jack M. • Y10 – Marsha B, Chelsea B, Leah P, Jay M.
Tuesday 19th March 2019 was the last Y9 visit this academic year. The students spent time in their chosen faculty in the
morning and, during the afternoon, had to devise a faculty marketing campaign and present this to their peers. Arising
from this, Jack M was awarded ‘Star Student’ for his dramatisation.
Also the Y10 students attended their experience day. The students attended two subjects of their choosing and
participated in two workshops based around university fees, funding and budgeting. Arising from this, Jay M was awarded
‘Star Student’ as a ‘Money Master’.

HeppSY+ Highlights – Outwood
Academy Valley & Portland
A selection of Year 9 students had the chance to visit WorldSkills UK Live held at the NEC Birmingham in November –
this is the UK’s largest interactive apprenticeships, skills and careers event. It gave the students the opportunity to visit
popular industry sectors to gain valuable information and advice from industry professionals.
As part of the HeppSY+ project, we are now working with the education charity Future First to reconnect with our
former students. Our alumni can support us in many ways - as career role models, mentors, fundraisers, in-curriculum
volunteers, governors and more. There are links on both websites if you wish to sign up and help us in any way. A
selection of Year 9, 10 and 11 students have taken part in Higher Education workshops across both academies.
Some of our Year 9 HeppSY+ students took part in TeenTech, an award-winning event held at The National College for
High Speed Rail in Doncaster. They were given the opportunity to work alongside over 150 scientists, engineers and
people working in technology. It was a fun filled day of exciting “hands-on” experiments and challenges, letting the
students see how much they might enjoy working in these sectors. Students from both academies really made the most
of the day, and even won several of the awards that were given out by Maggie Philbin (from Tomorrow’s World): 3
certificates were awarded for Best Gadget with Valley and Portland winning two of them! Leila E-K (Year 9, Outwood
Academy Valley) had the fastest time of all students taking part (almost 300!) in taking apart a submarine seal, locating the
damaged O-ring and then putting it back together again – a fantastic achievement. Students got to work with Volker Rail,
BBC Academy, Unipart Rail, JVC Kenwood, GallifordTry, AESSeals, Pegler Yorkshire and KPMG to name just a few!
Outwood Academy Portland had a second visit from HeppSY+ so the rest of Year 10 students could benefit from what
it has to offer.

Recipe
s
Fish Pie with
Vegetables and
Herbs
Ingredients:
150g fish (skin removed),
50ml olive oil
Water cress
4 large potatoes
100ml double cream
50g butter
1 egg yolk
100g fish stock
1 plum tomato
2tbs petit pois
20 capers
6 cornichons
1 shallot
parsley
½ lemon
200g strong flour
7g dry yeast
1tbs oil
rbs.
Fish pie with vegetables and he
it’s
I have chosen this dish because
not
quite healthy as its steamed fish
ce
fried with fresh parsley in the sau
o has
and mash potato. This meal als
s and
a variety of seasonal vegetable
be
locally sourced fish. This would
t are
served with the vegetables tha
are
grown on the roof and all items
nutritious and healthy.

Apple and
Blackberry
Meringue
Tart
Dish 2: apple and blackberry
meringue pie.
Ingredients:
2 egg whites
100g sugar
2 cooking apples
pack of blackberries
50g sugar
200g plain flour
50g white fat
50g hard margerine
chocolate
I have chosen this dish because
apples and blackberries are in
season and can be locally
sourced and are very
attractive to look at with a
lightly baked meringue on top.
By Faye H (Outwood Academy
Valley,Year 10)

Outwood Academy Portland

Year 11 Trip to Ypres

On Friday 15th February 2019, a mixture of 30 Year 10 and Year 11 students were taken on an amazing trip to Ypres in
Belgium. Despite the very early start and the long day ahead, students were raring to go to visit Lijssenthoek, the second
largest military cemetery in Belgium. Our wonderful tour guide, John, told us the tale of Nellie Spindler, a staff nurse who
was given a full military funeral after she was killed in action at Passchendaele.
Our first day then took us all to many more memorial sites, including Sanctuary Wood where students (and staff) enjoyed
traipsing through the recreated trenches which allowed students to get a feel for how miserable the conditions would
have been.
On Saturday 16th February 2019 we visited a quarry that was used during the war and Newfoundland Park, where of the
780 Canadian forces who were attacked only 68 were available for roll call the next day.We also visited Thiepval Memorial,
where multiple students found family members who had died in the Somme. Our day ended with a trip to Ypres to attend
the Last Post. It was a really meaningful ceremony and six Outwood Academy Portland students (who were either
involved in the forces or who had found family members that day) laid a wreath in commemoration of the fallen.
Before heading for home on Sunday 17th February 2019 we visited Langemark German War Cemetery where more than
44,000 people were buried.
For the whole trip, students were impeccably well behaved and were eager to learn more about WWI.The trip was highly
educative and staff and students alike had an amazing time!
Outwood Academy Valley are taking a group of students on a similar trip to Ypres in April 2019. Look out for the article
in the next edition of Outlook in July.
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