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Students First

OUTWOOD

Introduction from the Principals
Mr Cavill Principal of Outwood Academy Valley
The beginning of the new term was spent celebrating last year’s incredible Y11 exam results.We wish
them all every success in the future and know they will go on to have amazing experiences and achieve
incredible things. Our new Year 7s have settled in quickly and are thoroughly enjoying being part of
Outwood Academy Valley. They recently took part in CPR sessions, which they found very helpful and
informative.Years 8, 9, 10 and 11 came back from the summer refreshed and eager to carry on learning.
The new outside quiet covered area has been well received and provides extra seating for 64 students to
enjoy at break and lunchtime.
We have already had some exciting events and recently the CPA department showcased a brilliant performance called ‘Curious’.
Everything about the show was exceptional, from the cast to the lighting and the staging. We even had a special guest on stage, Charlie
the Cockerpoo, who I must say was extremely popular! The CPA faculty and students also organised some very moving
remembrance assemblies, which all students and parent/carers were invited to in order to pay their respects to our fallen heroes.
The Sports Awards have taken place, which, as we know, is a fabulous evening spent celebrating the sporting achievements of our very
talented students. We welcomed Emily Race back as guest speaker who shared her exciting experiences and fantastic achievements
with us. Emily is the English Schools Champion for Heptathlon and High Jump and is part of Team GB!
I am pleased to announce that the academy has won the Silver Award for National Citizen Service, 63 students took part in this over
the summer and, on top of that, we have also achieved the foundation level for Internationalism.
Our Y11 boys’ football team are through to the quarter finals of the County Cup and I know they are working hard to bring the
trophy to us this year. I would like to wish them and all other teams good luck on their journey!
The Y11 students are sitting their mock exams, which is preparing them for their real ones next year. I know just how hard they have
all been working and am sure their determination will pay off.
I would like to take this opportunity to wish students, their families and staff a wonderful Christmas time.

Mr Swinscoe Principal of Outwood Academy Portland

As we look forward to the festive period, it gives us an opportunity to look back on a very busy
and eventful autumn term at Outwood Academy Portland. I would firstly like to thank all the
students and families that have contributed to the collection we have been doing for the local
community following the recent adverse weather and flooding.The response and desire of the
students and parents at Portland to support and help our local community, and some of our
students and families who were affected by this event, has been amazing.We continue to strive to
support the community and families affected by this as much as we can. I would also like to thank all
of the students who have been actively involved and supportive of our fundraising events for Teenage
Cancer Trust. This willingness of the students of Portland and their families to support this incredibly important charity has
been nothing short of outstanding, with many other plans and events in place for the rest of the academic year.
The build up to Christmas is always a busy time, with many events occurring both in and out of school.The amazing work of
the students and staff in these events is what makes Outwood Academy Portland the special place it is, and the support from
families for these events is something we are always very grateful for. We look forward to seeing as many people as possible
supporting these events.
The Year 11 students are very much on 'countdown' now to their summer examinations, and have just completed their first
Y11 exam period. The feedback from these exams for both Year 11 and Year 10 students will help inform what they need to
do to prepare for the exams next year. Opportunities for support and advice will be available for all students as we move
towards the exams, with attendance to the academy being such a vital component of success for all students.
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a merry Christmas and happy New Year.

Outwood Academy Portland GCSE Results
The exam results this summer again highlighted the successful educational achievements for students at
Outwood Academy Portland.The hard work and dedication of the exceptional students continues to be
seen, with an astonishing 83.4% of students achieving the pass measure of 4+ in English and Maths, and an
amazing 59.5% achieving the strong pass measure of 5+ in English and Maths.These outcomes are truly
exceptional when compared to last year’s national figures.
The performance of students in English and Maths has continued to excel, with 76% achieving the strong
pass measure of 5+ in English and an unbelievable 90% of students achieving 4+ in English.This amazing
achievement was also replicated in maths, with 68% of students achieving the strong pass measure of 5+,
and a massive 89% achieving 4+ in Maths.These exceptional outcomes represent the continual hard work
and dedication shown by both students and staff at Outwood Academy Portland, and continue to place us
as one of the highest achieving secondary schools in the country.
There were also a number of students who achieved the highest grade of 9 in English and maths as well as
a number of other subjects.Among the individual high achievers were:
Ellie H. - Eight 9s including both English and maths and two A*s and a maximum Attainment 8 score of 90
James D. - Six 9s including both English and maths, 4 8s and an A* with Distinction in Further maths
Katie Mc. - 9s in both English and maths, four eights and three 7s Eve S. – Two 9s, six 8s an A*
Sophie K. - one 9, four 8s and a Distinction* Megan B. – one 9, five 8s and one A*
Gavin Swinscoe, Principal at Outwood Academy Portland, said “I am always so proud of the students at Outwood Academy Portland,
but the hard work, dedication and resilience shown by this group of students in the wake of the changing landscape and increased
difficulty of qualifications is something to behold.To see these young people achieve at this level, and become the amazing young adults
that they have makes us all so proud, and the way in which this group of students have shown the focus, dedication and resilience to
achieve these amazing results is something they should be massively proud of.They have significantly outperformed last year’s national
performance once again, highlighting the focus they showed day in day out at Portland during their 5 years here.They have shown that
they have developed the skills and qualities necessary to take on any challenge put in front of them in the future.This day, and the
results they receive today, is their reward for 5 years of hard work and dedication which can never be underestimated.They have now
set themselves up to have the successful life they so thoroughly deserve.
As always, I would like to thank the parents for the support they have shown to Portland to allow us to do everything possible to
achieve the outcomes that their children, and this community, deserve.The work of the governors and Academy Council has also
ensured that the relentless drive to maintain the outcomes for the young people of Worksop has been achieved. From all of us at
Portland, we would like to wish them the best of luck for the future”

Outwood Academy Valley GCSE Results
Pupils at Outwood Academy Valley celebrated another excellent set of results, with 83% gaining
a standard pass of grade 4 or above in both English and Maths, an increase on last year’s results.
High achievers included Niall G, who got seven grade 9s, two grade 8s, one A and a level 2
distinction.
Niall G said: “I’m over the moon, I can’t believe I got I got a 9 in English Language and an 8 in
English literature, then all my other subjects were a 9, other than French which was an 8”.
Other high achievers, who gained five grade 9s were Lewis R,William C, Paulina B and Lucy E.
Lucy said:“I’m more than happy with my results, I didn’t think I’d do this well at all. I was really
surprised with English, I was predicted 7s at the start of the year and I’ve come out with a 9 and
an 8, so I couldn’t be happier. I’m still in shock. I want to go to Post 16 to study Biology,
Psychology and Drama, well I’ve got the grades for it now so I can!”
A common theme among the GCSE students was that they were surprised with their English
results.
Dave Cavill, Principal at Outwood Academy Valley, said:“It has been fantastic to see the efforts
of our students rewarded so well today in these thoroughly deserved results. We are very
proud of the determination and resilience that they have demonstrated over the last five years.
Each individual success is testament to the tremendous hard work of our students.Thank you
to the staff, parents, carers, governors and Trust Board for their support. Congratulations! We
wish all our students every success in the next stage of their education or training.”

STUDENTS FIRST: RAISING STANDARDS AND TRANSFORMING LIVES

Multi-Academy Competition
On Tuesday 19th November 2019 4 of Y8 students from Outwood Academy Portland took part in a multi-academy competition
with the opportunity to explore Computer Science with industry experts from ARM at the Wakefield South East Training &
Enterprise Centre. During the event students had to work as part of a team using block based micro:bit devices.They spent the
day constructing and programming a boat from various materials. The students coded a complex sequence of instructions and
functions to allow them to communicate with the boat from a remote control and follow a predetermined path.
The knowledge they gained was invaluable, and a chance to have a go at a practical application of computer science with
experts in processor architecture meant all 4 students thoroughly enjoyed the experience.
Our student’s fantastic efforts meant we won second place out of all of the secondary schools in the Outwood Grange
Academy Trust. Well done to Elise B, Ella-Mae C, Jake H, and William D. A group of Outwood Academy Valley students also
took part in the competition.

‘Curious’

Drama Showcase
A matinee and evening performance to the public took
place on Wednesday 13th November 2019 at Outwood
Academy Valley. After months of rehearsals for the BTEC Drama Y10
Showcase, ‘Curious’. This was based on extracts from the play/novella ‘The Curious Incident of the
Dog in the Night-time’ by Mark Haddon.
The story is about a young boy called Christopher Boone. It all begins with a neighbour's dead dog called Wellington.
Christopher is a 15-year-old amateur detective who is a mathematical genius. He appears to have an unspecified autism
spectrum disorder that is variously described as either Autism or Asperger's Syndrome although the condition is never
explicitly stated in the play.The 'curious incident' is the mystery surrounding the death of the neighbour's dog, found speared
by a garden fork.
This showcase of talent was for their BTEC component 2 practical exam. In order for all students to have their moment to
shine, students were playing multiple roles and the main characters continue to change from one extract to the next.
However the story was in chronological order and characters could be identified by the costume that they wore.The extracts
from the play feature dramatic themes about difference, about being an outsider, and about seeing the world in a surprising
and revealing way…
Mrs Blakeley, Head of Faculty for Creative & Performing Arts said: 'All students have gone above and beyond to perform to
the best of their ability. I am very proud of the students and all shone on stage - well done Year 10!'

STUDENTS FIRST: RAISING STANDARDS AND TRANSFORMING LIVES

English Championships Trampoline Final
James W in Year 8 at Outwood Academy Portland came second with the silver medal in
the English Championships trampoline final (Males 11-12) at the EIS in Sheffield on 7th and
8th September 2019.
There were 16 participants in his group and he was 7th after his adequate first set routine
with a score of 37.01 After his fantastic voluntary routine he was 3rd with a high score of
43.820 which put him into the top 8 final.
The scores were then zeroed and he competed in the bounce off final where he finished
second with a score of 44.565 and became the silver medallist.
He was just pipped to the post by the gold medallist who scored 44.67! A fantastic
achievement - we are so very proud of you James!!

London Art Galleries Trip 20
19
On Tuesday 26th November 2019, 56 Year 10 GCSE art and photography students from Outwood Academy Valley visited
central London as an opportunity to produce their own art work and to visit globally significant art galleries at Tate
Modern and the National Gallery.

Initially at Paternoster Square, to the rear of St Paul’s cathedral, photographers were challenged to capture aspects of
London life; people at work, architecture, transportation and tourists. Artists on the other hand were issued with mini
sketchbooks and had the opportunity to draw architectural details, structures and panoramic views. Tate Modern art
gallery is a short walk across Millennium Bridge that offered another great photo opportunity down the Thames towards
Tower Bridge and the Shard skyscraper. At Tate Modern, students could experience contemporary sculpture, painting,
photography, audio-visual and environmental art – some of it extremely challenging in terms of the aesthetics and materials
used to create it.

Walking along the South Bank to Westminster provided more drawing and photographic highlights; students having an
artistic focus now on shape, light and colour as the afternoon sun set.We reached the National Gallery for peak traffic rush
hour and an oasis of calm in the centre of Trafalgar Square amongst the majestic lions.
Well done to all the hard working GCSE artists and photographers and 6 staff without whom the trip would not have been
possible.
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Outwood Academy Valle
The PE faculty at Outwood Academy Valley held their annual Sports
Awards on Tuesday 19th November 2019 celebrating the many individual
and team successes over the past year.
Former student and current GB athlete Emily Race was this year’s special
guest who delivered an entertaining yet motivating speech on her
experiences with a strong focus on balancing education and training.
Emily was also on hand to present the winners with their trophies.

alley Sports Awards 2019

In a change to the usual format all students who were invited to the event were the
winners of awards. 42 prizes were given out in total ranging from sporting accolades
to special awards. Ruby W in Year 8 won Outstanding Across all Sports whilst Spencer
G in Year 8 was the National Wakeboarding Champion. The celebratory event was
finished off by naming this year’s Sport Personality of the Year Awards which for the
girls was Lucy C.Year 11 and for the boys Ethan S.Year 11.
The PE department is extremely proud of all the students who not only take part in
sport outside of school but of those also who represent the academy in many
activities and give 100% in all of their lessons. We look forward to celebrating even
more successful and hardworking students next year.

Scarlett W from Outwood
Academy Valley had an
outstanding day on the golf
course, winning the
Yorkshire Ladies 9 hole
competition at Woodsome
Hall, near Huddersfield.
Scarlett who is in Year 8
cruised to victory against 11
other girls and is targeting
more success in 2020.
Scarlett is now a member at
the Lindrick Golf club.
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Fundraising for
Teenage Cancer Trust

Two students at Outwood Academy Portland, Gagandip K and
Kaceylou H in Year 9 participated in the Worksop 5km Fun Run
on the 27th October 2019.
They wanted to do it to raise as much money as they could for
Teenage Cancer Trust and to help support an ex-student of
ours battling her fight with cancer.
They raised over £100 together, and have shown nothing but
dedication and commitment to helping the charity and Lulu B.
Well done girls. We are so proud of you and
what you have achieved.

Raising money for Teenage Cancer Trust
Millie W in Year 10 at Outwood Academy Portland decided she
wanted to help raise money for the Teenage Cancer Trust.
Millie made the brave decision to have 12 inches of her hair
cut off to raise money for the charity and on Saturday
23rd November 2019 she had her hair restyled.
This was a very brave and honourable decision to make
as Millie has always had very long hair.
Millie raised just over £300 for the charity. Well done Millie!

Maths Masters 2019
Maths Masters! Students from Outwood Academy Valley were
crowned Maths Masters at the yearly regional event. Students
competed in a variety of different maths challenges against 7
fellow OGAT schools. The students worked fantastically together
and scored 100% on every task set! Well done and
congratulations!

Boy Band ‘New Rules’
Rock Outwood Academy Valley!
The Creative Performing Arts (CPA) department at Outwood
Academy Valley secured a fantastic one off gig in November from
up and coming boy band ‘New Rules’. New Rules are a 3 piece
group of singers and musicians, who are currently on tour with
‘Little Mix’. The group treated Year 7 students to a fantastic
performance of their new tracks. The CPA department hope
seeing successful singers and musicians, will inspire students to
pursue music and performing as a viable career option.Thank you
to ‘New Rules’ you were fantastic and the students loved you!
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HeppSY Projects
HeppSY is a national programme funded by the government to support young people most at risk of missing out on higher
education. HeppSY stands for Higher Education Progression Partnership South Yorkshire.
Year 10 and Year 11 students visited the HeppSY study bus for a revision techniques and study skills session, this gave them
valuable advice for their upcoming exams.
Other HeppSY activities included visiting Loughborough University. Here Year 10 and Y11 HeppSY students were given the
opportunity to experience university life.We had a fabulous tour of their state of the art campus including all the facilities
available. Our students were fantastic and really engaged with the student ambassadors that spent the day with us.
A selection of Year 9 students had the chance to visit WorldSkills UK Live held at the NEC Birmingham in November –
this is the UK’s largest interactive apprenticeships, skills and careers event. It gave the students the opportunity to visit
popular industry sectors to gain valuable information and advice from industry professionals.
On Thursday 28th November 2019, 37 students from Outwood Academy Valley and Outwood Academy Portland took
part in HeppSY’s ‘Save a life taster day’ in Rotherham. The students took part in several real life scenarios, how to save a
life in a road traffic accident, how to help a friend choking and how to assist paramedics in a cardiac arrest situation. The
students had the opportunity to talk to paramedics and specialists who gave them lots of specialist advice on how to
prepare for the industry including academic routes they need to take to pursue their chosen career in Health and Social
Care. The students were a real credit to both academies. All students were actively engaged and showed sensitivity and
maturity throughout the event.
Thank you to Katie Robers for continuing to organise the
events. They have been an invaluable experience for
all students.

Outwood Academy Valley
hit the Normandy Beaches
Last July, 81 students from Outwood Academy Valley travelled
to Normandy for the week. We visited the beaches of
Normandy to see where the soldiers landed on D-Day and
got to experience the D-Day landings at the 360 Cinema in
Arromanches. The students also had the opportunity to visit
Carameuh to taste the delicious caramels and tour Chèvre
Rit, a goat farm where they were able to milk the goats, find
out how cheese is made and taste the produce. We spent the
morning at Mont Saint Michel, which was like stepping in to
Harry Potter and also learnt how to do archery at Château de
la Baudonnière.

Remembrance 2019

On the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month
Outwood Academy Valley fell silent to reflect on the sacrifices
made by our services in the World Wars and other historical
conflicts.
To mark the occasion the outstanding Creative Performing
Arts (CPA) department choreographed an emotional tribute
to the fallen, which was shown to all year groups throughout
the day. The performance featured contemporary dance,
speeches and thoughtful musical tributes.
Outwood Academy Valley students who were involved in local
services, for example the sea cadets wore their uniforms and
saluted the fallen. The moving performance was capped off
with a rendition of Ed Sheeran’s song ‘Photograph’ sang
wonderfully by students. This song was accompanied with
photos of friends and family of students and staff who have
served the country in the armed forces.
Mr Scholey,Assistant Principal, featured on one of the photos
from the time he served in the British Army, he thought the
Remembrance event was ‘moving and incredibly poignant’.The
whole event was heartfelt and gave students chance to reflect
on the sacrifices made for our freedoms we enjoy today.
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treat and felt ‘very grown up’ drinking tea
whilst challenging members of staff.

John Mann Summer School

John Mann Citizenship’s Summer School is a project run for Year 11 leavers which
supports young people to develop their leadership skills, consider career
opportunities in some of the most prestigious workplaces in the country and practice
active citizenship.
This year on 1st – 4th July 2019 Outwood Academy Portland took 7 students to join
a select group from schools from across the Bassetlaw area.
It was a busy week packed with fantastic opportunities including visiting the Houses of
Parliament to participate in a mock Select Committee about HS2, meeting the
Speaker of the House, a tour of the House of Commons and House of Lords. Other
activities included a visit to Facebook HQ, developing CVs and interview skills at
Barclay’s Bank and learning about the legal profession at one of the UKs top law firms.
A particular highlight of the week was a competition at Pentland Group PLC where
teams of students pitched their own design of Kicker’s trainers to a panel of judges
who manage the Kicker’s brand at Pentland. There was also the opportunity for a pupil
from each school to visit the ITV Television Centre and the set of Good Morning
Britain. The pupils got to see first-hand the fast pace and level of work required to
make the show happen.
Students had a fantastic time and extend their thanks to John Mann, Outwood Grange
Academies Trust and the sponsors who allow the visit to happen and access such
life-changing opportunities.
The students who went on the trip are:
Malachi C, Jonathan C, Macenzie C, Lili-Mei D, Jessica E, Ethan H and Eve S.

Buzzin’ About Books
At the start of September, 291 Year 7 students at Outwood Academy
Portland got the opportunity to choose a free book via a reading scheme
run by the Book Trust called Bookbuzz.
Bookbuzz is a reading programme that aims to help schools inspire a love
of reading in 11 to 13-year-olds. Participating schools give their students
the opportunity to choose their own book to take home and keep from
a list of 17 titles. They are all carefully selected by a panel of experts to
ensure quality, suitability and to encourage reading for pleasure.
All students in Year 7 were given this opportunity and they were very
excited when they received their books a few weeks later.
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Congratulations to Sky B in Year 7 at Outwood Academy Valley who won the ‘Japan themed’
competition. Students were asked to produce a Japan themed model or poster. Sky
produced a Volcano themed design to celebrate the Rugby World Cup in Japan.
Unfortunately England lost in the final of the World Cup, but Sky was a certain winner. Her
prize was a volcano to explode at home!
Well done to all students who entered the competition.

Student Voice making their voice heard!
After consultation with the ‘Student Voice’ team. Outwood Valley has built a
brand new quiet eating area outside.The area is designed for students to have
some quiet time outside of the dining hall. The area has proved popular with
students; many enjoy reading their books or revising for exams.
Well done to ‘Student Voice’ for suggesting this fantastic idea. It goes to prove
that students have their voice heard!

STUDENTS FIRST: RAISING STANDARDS AND TRANSFORMING LIVES

Year 8 Netball Team Net
an Amazing Achievement
Congratulations to Outwood Academy
Portland's Y8 Netball team:
Izzy L.
Elise B.
Amber H.
Ruby H.
Kiera G.
Lori B.
They won all their games against Retford Oaks Academy,
Outwood Academy Valley,The Elizabethan Academy
and Tuxford Academy, and with only 6 players!!!!
Their constant commitment, hard work and amazing
sportsmanship during enrichment, and in competitions, is fantastic.

Keep it up girls!

Year 9 Netball team
Congratulation to Outwood Academy
Portland's Y9 Netball team:
Maddie C.
Gagandip K.
Chloe H.
Kaceylou H.
Beth C.
Erin M.
Alisha B.
Lucie D.
Leah J.
Harleen D.
They came 3rd place out of 5 teams.
Their constant commitment, hard work and amazing
sportsmanship during enrichment, and in
competitions, is fantastic.

Keep it up girls!

Year 11 Football
Champions
The Year 11 football team at Outwood Academy
Portland are now District champions after a nail-biting
penalty shootout in the final against Outwood
Academy Valley, with Dom G saving the crucial
penalty!
The amazing team consisted of:
Dom G.
Rio S-F.
Byron B.
Joel W.
Joe H.
Lewis H.

Owen B.
Owen D.
Callum W.
Nathan C.
Jaydon R.
Carter S.

Brilliant achievement lads, well done!!

